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Executive Secretary Otto Branstetter 
220 s. ashland blvd. 
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smfdy 

G. Zinovief , Prealient Executive Committee of the 
Communist International, 
Moscow, Russia. 



Dear Comrade :- 

The Socialist Party of the United States held 
a convention in Chicago, Illinois, commencing August 30, 
1919. Two resolutions on International Affiliations 
were presented to this convention. 

The Majority resolution provided for partici- 
pation in the calling of an international conference. The 
objeot of such conference was the formation of a new 
International to which delegates should be invited from 
the Communist parties of Russia and Germany and from those 
Socialist parties in all countries whioh subsoribe to the 
prinoiple of the olass struggle. The resolution exoluded 
from participation any party whioh participates in a govern- 
ment coalition with parties of the bourgeoise. 

The Minority resolution provided for direct and 
immediate affiliation with the Communist International, 
making reservations as to the application of the program 
to the United States until suoh time as a Congress could 
be held. 

Copies of these resolutions are attached. Both 
resolutions were submitted to referendum of the party 
membership with the result that the Minority resolution 
providing for immediate affiliation with the Communist 
International was adopted. I therefore have the honor to 
apply to the Executive Committee for recognition of the 
Socialist Party of the United States of America and its 
admission to the Communist International. 

With fraternal greetings and best wishes for the 
success of our struggling Russian oomrades, I am 

Fraternally yours, 



OB-BHW 




Executive Secretary 
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Application letter of Socialist Party of America to Comintern. 
Comintern Archives RGASPI f. 515, op. 1, d. 37, 1. 2. 
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We consider that the Second Interamtioiud ep^ed' to func- 
tion aa an ii|ternation«lSoci«liHt body upon the outbreak of the 

1 All cffortg to bring together the >^wii n<H that-made op the 
^former international have, o^y added strength to tine convic- 
- twin., The Berne Conference waa "a notable example of ibis col- 
-lap>B especially With reference to ita faflnre to take a help- 
ful attitude toward Russia, and its policy of hanging onto the 
tails of ihe Peace Conference" in' Paris and placid acceptance of 
rebuffs given it by members of that conference, the refusal of 
Russian passports, for instance. • • .- 

Any International, to be effective in this crisis, must eon- 
taj^only those, elements whotake .their stand unreservedly upon 
the basis of the Class struggle, and: who. by their deeds demon- 
strate that their adherence -to this principle i%«ot mere lip 
loyalty. \v 

When 'leading Socialists join their national government 
upon a coalition basw 1: *hey accept and sanction policies which 
hinder Socialists and the working class generally from taking 
f uli advantage of the opportunities for deep-seated * change 
which the war creates. This makes the workers content with 
superficial reformist changes which are readily granted by the 
capitalist class as a means of self-protection from the rising 
tide of working class revolt. ... .,*. .u. 

And when Socialists use the military organization, of t^l 
master class as a means of crushing the agitation of their.mpre 
radical comrades they flatly take their position with the counter- 
revolutionaries whom they serve. .... 

The Second International is dead. We consider that a 
new International which contains those groups which contrib- 
uted to the downfall of our former organization must be so 
weak in its Socialist policy as to be useless. . iMj _, 

The Socialist Party of the United States,-in principle and in 
its past history, has always *tood with those ekmasta.of. other 
countries that' remained true to their principles. The manifestos 
adopted in national convention at . St., L ouis (1917) and 
Chicago (1919), as WeH as Referendum "D" 1919 ^un- 
equivocally aform "this Standi These parties, the .Majority 
parties of Russia, Italy, Switzerland, Norway, , Bulgaria, 
Serbia, Greece, ' and growing minorities in every land, 
are uniting on the basfi'bf the preliminary convocation, at Mos- 
-cow, of the Third International; As in thepast, so in this ex- 
Itxeme crisis, we must take our stand with them. 
r The Socialist Party of the United States, theprfore,.declares 
itself in support of the Thh*d?<MoscOw) Internagonal,. not m 
much because it support* 'the I'Moscow^prDgrams and methods, 
.but because: ' '• ' i "' 

(a) "Moscow*' is doing-something which is really challeng- 
ing to world imperialism; ••-. .-*.-. 

(b) "Moscow" tf'tiireafcned ; by?<the combined .capitalist 
•forces of the world simply because it is proletarian. 

(c) Under these circumstances, whatever we may have to 
say to Moscow afterwards, it is the duty of Socialists to stand 
by it now because its fall wUl mean the fall of Socialist republics 

;m Europe, and also the disappearance of Socialist hopes for 
many years to come. 



-j 





^^o 




Original published source unknown. Comintern Archives RGASPI f. 515, op. 1, d. 34, 1. 
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a. Zlnovief. 

-- 

Dear Comrad*:- 

In oonneotion with our formal applloatlon for 

affiliation with the Communist International which accompanies 

this communication, It Is perhaps desirable that I state at 

which 
some length the position hx our organization has maintained 

before, during and elnoe the participation of the United States 

In the world war. ( At the outbreak of the war In Europe, the 

Sooialist Party Immediately took the position that it was 

fundamentally a war for commercial supremacy In which the working 

olase of the various European countries had no Interest. We 

urged the neoeaslty of the American Government remaining neutral, 
denounced the munition manufacturers for furnishing munitions, 
and advocated an embargo on all food stuffs In order to xxx starve 

the belligerents into an early peaoe. We demanded that our 
government use Its good offloee at every opportunity to bring 
abbut the cessation of hostilities and set forth as early as 
May 1915 the basis upon which peace should be made. 

The Proclamation of the National Executive Committee, 
\<\tS ' setting forth terms of peace, lnoluded the proposals for the 

abolition of seoret dlplomaoy and the demand for no annexations 
or puliitlve indemnities, afterwards honestly adopted and made 
famous by our Russian comrades and hypocritically lnoluded by 
President Wilson In his fourteen points. 

In oonneotion with these efforts, we of course 
oarrled on a continuous anti-mill tarist and anti-imperialist 
oj«pH*sa=or_ agitation. When, in spite of our efforts, the 
American government entered the war, we held an Emergency Conven- 
tion at 3t: Louis, April 7th - 14th, 1917, In whloh we adopted 
the Declaration and War Program. This r e s olutio n provided for 




Letter from Otto Branstetter in Chicago to Grigorii Zinoviev in Moscow, March 12, 1920. 
Microfilmed in the Socialist Party of America Papers, Duke University, Reel 9. 
This document is not found in the Comintern Archive and may not have been sent. 






o ur un f linching and uwooa e li ftg opposition to the war and 
the position was maintained to the best of our ability 
thruout its duration. There were, o f o o ur -se y some elements 
in our party In this cpuntry^; as in all others, whloh became 
social patrlotio and demanded that the Socialist Party 
support the government In its war measures.^-I am proud to 
say that this element in the American Socialist Party was c-.- 
comparatlvely small and that the St. Louis R e solution was 
adopted by an overwhelming majority In the referendum vote. 

Some more or leas prominent comrades, lnoluding 
John fipargo, A. M. Simons, Chas. Ed. Russell, Allan Benson 
and the Appeal to Reason staff, either withdrew from the Party 
or were expelled on account of their opposition to the Party's 
position. The number of those who followed them out of the 
Party was insignificant and the rank and file of our membership 
stood unswervingly by the organization and its declaration*. 

That the National Party officials were no lefs 
loyal and devoted and steadfast in maintaining the position of 
the fcarty, is proven by the faot that the National Executive 
Secretary, the editor of our official organ, the manager of our 
Literature Department, the Seoretary of the Young Peoples 
Socialist League, were convicted and sentenced to twenty years 
-j eaoh under the Espionage Aot. 

The National Executive Committee at that time 
: consisted of fifteen members. Pour members of this committee 
were oonvioted and served or are now serving sentence ranging 
. from one to twenty years. Another member, Viotor Berger, was 
convicted along with the four party officials mentioned above 
and received a sentence of twenty years whloh is now pending 
before the Court of Appeals. The executive Secretary was 
indicted and tried on another charge prior to the trial in whloh 
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he was convicted, Comrade Berger has four other Indictments 
against him and Btlll another member of the oommlttee was also 
Indicted. 

The number xxxxxx xxx of state and local party 
officials who were oonvioted thruout the country 1b proportionately 
large. 

In view of this record and of the published 
resolutions of the National Executive Oommlttee thruout the war, 
dealing with both the domestic and foreign situation, accusations 
that the Socialist Party of the United States was reactionary, 
ohauvinlBtlo or social patriotic, is a deliberate and wilfulcBlcj 
misrepresentation of the facts. I have the pleasure of enclosing 
copies of various proclamations and manifestos adopted by our 
organization both in convention and by aotlon of the Matlonal 
Executive Oommlttee from August 1914 until the present date. 

The Socialist Party of the Unlted^States is Justly 
proud of this record. It V u tuyuuly pai ' ty %ir i ny nfmthw 
bg£l%gft g e nt as un t iluu w it* eft steadfastly maintained a position in 
opposition to the war and the policies of Its government. In 
tSef other countries the Socialist Party was split and the majority 
factions supported their respective governments while only 
the minorities were opposed. In the United States, not only 
waa the ma3*»ity in favor of xxx the true international 
position, but the entire party was. The few individuals who 
left the Party on aocount of our St. Louis Declaration -and 
u LLt i gjJLJ LI t tii.iL'. g" !l feMtog M — I ' " Jl I u _gjj tj >P B were not of sufficient 
number or importance to constitute a split. Our Patty 
was solidly united in support of our organization and Its 
declarations. [ There was no split in the American Socialist Party 
on account of or during the war. The tplit in this country 







oo cured * year after the signing of the armletlce^-aBd^he 

seceding ?£ Insurgent elements was largely composed of 

the 
comrades who had never been affiliated with Socialist Party 

until after the signing of the armistice and of those who, 

tho affiliated, were conspicuously silent and inactive during 

the war. V_ 

Suffice It to say that the Socialist Party 
of the United States and Its officials, now denounced by the 
'leaders of ithe Communist and c oamunist Labor Part^ wiry 
as traitors and reactionaries, Is the same party and Its 
offlolals and leaders are the same men who adopted the 
St. Louis Declaration and following resolutions and who 
maintained the active party work and agitation during three 
years of persecution and black reaction. 

I trust that you and other members of your 
oommlttee and the comrades generally, wili take these faots 

"Into consideration *- jtit y wing ■■"*■■ - i i l i ni i m ne t ii j vm c- 

jparty. SerSSly "phe record of the S olalist £arty of the 
United States is remarkable for Its consistency and revolutionary 
character. The personal reoord of its officials from the time 
we entered the war, ttntil the signing of the araistiee, is 
oaggga tt e nabl e^ far superior to that of the alleged revolutionary 
leaders at who sprang into prominence and aotlvlty only a*ter 
the signing of the armistice when ) S^au-ppeslfcW t there was 
no, particular danger attached to suoh activities . 

The faot that the most prominent and influential 
leaders in the recent split XXXXXg BBBBBBtt XXXXX mmatmn ^^ 
fled to aata safety in foreign countries, while their deluded 
and deserted followers-**** being thrown into Jails and penitentiar- 
ies by the thousands, Is significant of the caliber and 
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character of those leaders. On the oontrary, the leaders of the 
Socialist Party have been In the forefront of the fight slnoe 
the beginning. They have not shirked responsibility or Its 
consequenoes. They have not run away to »eek safety for 
themselves and let the government vent its hatred upon obscure 
and unknown members. They have made and will continue to make 
the fight for International socialism wwh mnrrTlnc ftOMBftga 

Z$Ml*\ \sJ~-LJ-X, Ce-rCt*. .-W_£-_ C-O-U- VCt<<- C- ' • -J ' :- 

and" tao wi l l i ngne s s .to endure. whatever persecution or punishment 
they receive for the sake of their principles. u»- ou&tv ~t*= &**»*. *MJL*.! 



5- i/)U<U, 





XJj-^ sVvU*-v4***X.»i&\ 



Yours for International Socialism, 



O 



OBtEL. 



Exeoutlve Secretary. 
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